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These plans are for personal use only. They cannot be shared or sold without my permission. 

Find the full tutorial with build photos and finish steps here:
https://www.abbottsathome.com/diy-wood-christmas-tree-shelf/

More Build Plans from Abbotts At Home here: https://abbottsathome.com/build-plans/

See build previews and behind the scenes, on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/abbottsathome/
Or Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AbbottsAtHome/

Abbotts At Home Tutorials and DIY Videos on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCck5Oq8xzRT9sacKs56kG_A/

Good luck with your build! I’d love to see what you make with these plans.

Tag me on Instagram or Facebook to show me your build. 
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What You Need For This Build

Wood Glue & Wood Filler
Brad Nailer & Brad Nails

2x4 Sheet of Luan Plywood
5 - 4' long 1x4 boards

Miter Saw
Circular Saw
Sandpaper
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How to Make A Wooden Christmas Tree Shelf

First, let’s talk about the angles you need to cut to make this Christmas Tree Shelf. The angles I used can be used to make any size wood Christmas Tree with the 
same proportions as the one I built. Just be sure to subtract 1 3/16″ inches from the long side.

Step One

Cut a 50 degree angle out of the end of 2 of the 4′ long boards.
I used my Miter Saw to make all of my cuts. If you don’t have a Miter Saw or will be building with wider lumber, you can use a table saw and a slide to cut your 
angles.
Then match the pieces up so that it’s easier to see which direction to make the 20 degree angle cuts. Mark the long side with a number 1 in pencil. So that you don’t 
mix them up later.

Step Two

Then mark the way the angles should go with a pencil. I think this makes it easier to keep the angles straight when you move the boards to your miter saw.
Cut the 20 degree angle out of the longer side of the DIY Wood Christmas Tree Shelf.
Then measure that longer side. If you were able to keep it 48 inches long, then the second side should be cut at 46 13/16" long (48" - 1 3/16").
If your long side isn't exactly 48", no worries. Just take the length and subtract 1 3/16" to get the length for your shorter side. Mark and cut the 20 degree angle for 
your shorter side based on the length it should be.
When you match up the longer and shorter sides to make the DIY Wood Christmas Tree Shelf they should be the exact same length from the tip of the longer side. If 
that sounds confusing, watch the build video to see what I mean.

Step Three

Next, let's cut the shelves. Each shelf will also have a 20 degree angle cut out of each end.
I cut my shelves at 9 1/2", 17", and 24 1/2" wide across the top of the shelf.
The divider I put center on the second shelf up about 9 1/2" long. BUT, I suggest not cutting this piece until the rest of the DIY Wood Christmas Tree Shelf is 
assembled. That way you can get an exact measurement after assembly.

Step Four

Now that you have the 2 sides and the 3 shelves cut, we can start assembling the pieces.
Start by using wood glue and a brad nailer to connect the 2 sides. Be sure that you are using the piece you marked with the number 1 as the top piece when lining 
up the angles. Line up those 50 degree pieces perfectly before nailing.
Once those are glued and nailed. Measure each side from the tip of the tree to double-check that the sides are the exact same length. If they aren't, your tree will 
look crooked.
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How to Make A Wooden Christmas Tree Shelf - continued

Step Five

Then glue and brad nail the shelves into place. Measure from the center point of the inside of the tree, on each side of the tree, to make sure the shelves are the 
same distance from the center. That will make sure they are straight and level before assembling.

Step Six

Once the 3 shelves are attached, measure the length of the opening at the bottom of the DIY Wood Christmas Tree Shelf to cut the perfect size for your tree. You'll 
use those 20 degree cuts on each side again.
Glue and brad nail the bottom onto your Christmas Tree Shelf.

Step Seven

Now you can add the vertical divider onto the second shelf up from the bottom. Measure the opening to cut the board to size. Then glue and brad nail it into place.

Step Eight

I was able to use 1 piece of 2'x4' long Luan plywood as the backing on my tree. To do this I traced the tree with pencil for the bottom 2 shelves from the far side of 
the Luan. And cut that out with my circular saw.
Then I used the leftover to cut the rest of the backing, hiding the seam behind a shelf.
I used my router to trim the plywood flush with the sides of the tree. So, I cut the plywood about 1/4" wider than I needed.
If you don't have a router, you can cut your plywood about 1/4" inside the lines you mark for the sides to make the plywood less obvious.
Sand the front facing side of the plywood with 120 to 180 grit sandpaper. Then, use glue and 3/4" long brad nails to attach the plywood back.

Step Nine

The last step is to add a base to the shelf. It's optional but I think it adds more detail and looks nice. I used scrap wood for mine. You can use a 16" long 1x6 instead. 
Glue and Nail it to the center of the base of the DIY Wood Christmas Tree Shelf.
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How to Make A Wooden Christmas Tree Shelf - continued

How I Finished my Christmas Tree Shelf
I used wood filler on all of the brad nail holes on the sides and shelves of my DIY Wood Christmas Tree Shelf. Once 
that dried, I sanded the the wood filler smooth and sanded the entire piece with 180-grit sandpaper.

I also like to knock the sharp edge off of all corners. I think that slightly rounded edge looks better. But, go with 
whatever you like.

After cleaning off all the dust, I painted everywhere with 2 coats of a green chalk paint that I custom mixed. You can 
find a nice selection of affordable chalk paint colors at somewhere like Hobby Lobby.

Or, you can mix your own DIY Chalk Paint from Latex Paint. Using latex paint to make wall paint makes it easier to get 
a color you love and it's generally cheaper than store-bought chalk paint.

After painting, I distressed the corners with a light sanding with my little Gator Micro Zip and Coarse Sandpaper. Then 
cleaned the dust off again and sealed the Christmas Tree Shelf with 2 coats of a water-based poly.

I also added a wooden Christmas star ornament to the top of my tree with a string of mini LED lights.
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